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Current News of the 

Northern California Fleet of the Classic Yacht Association 

"The final event of the year is always the Change of 
Watch. For 2023, Rear Commodore, Nick Romero 
has brilliantly negotiated with the San Francisco 
Yacht Club to host us. With this invitation comes 
the opportunity for skippers to bring their yachts 
into the guest docks for the weekend, beginning on 
Friday November 17th and staying through Sunday, 
November 19th., weather, of course, permitting. 
More information on this November 17-19th week-
end will be forthcoming in the months ahead. I am 
certain that this COW will be something not to 
miss 
 
Keeping with recent history (a new tradition?), we 
will have our Bridge Meetings during cruise outs 
and offer attendance via zoom.  Another good rea-
son to open a bottle and get together on a boat.  
Please plan to attend as many get togethers as you 
can.  I was recently 
reminded that Mark 
Twain once wrote, 
ñNever regret anything 
that made you smile.ò  
Time on your boat 
with other people, 
sharing experiences 
together, always brings 
a smile to my face. 

 

The 2023 Classic 

 

 

 

 

 

THE CLASSIC YACHT      
ASSOCIATION  IS            
DEDICATED TO THE       
PROMOTION,  

PRESERVATION,              
RESTORATION AND 
MAINTENANCE OF FINE 
OLD PLEASURE CRAFT   

Another start to a New Year, and itôs going to be a 
good one!  Follow-
ing Staff Commo-
dore David Cobbôs 
path, we already 
have our schedule 
set for the year.  
Please mark your 
calendars and sign 
up.  An email was 
sent out, and Ste-
phen Olsson al-
ready responded 
that he would 
bring La Jota to 
Opening Day, 
Petaluma, SFYC 
and Classics at the 
Corinthian.  I 
thought my boat was old.  La Jota is a 65-foot, 1921 
Fantail Yacht.  I cannot wait to explore and learn 
all about her.  

 

Skål is having her planking stripped, sealed, 
caulked, and painted this winter after having the 
battleship grey paint removed from her gunnels last 
spring.  We hope she will be ready for Opening 
Day.  Yes, Opening Day is only two months from 
this weekend.  Time to change the oil, kick the 
fenders and hoist the burgees. 
 

continued on page 2 
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Commodoreôs Report  continued from page 1 

Yacht Association Cruising Schedule is ready to go.  
All we need now is boats, members, and guests.  Let 
me know the adventures you can participate in with 
your boat.  If you are unable to bring your boat for 
any event, for day activities and dinners you can 
join the fleet at the location by car, or, we can help 
you arrange a ride on another memberôs boat, but 
most importantly, please join in!  Contact Rob 
Sesar at 707-365-1900 sesar@sbcglobal.net and let 
us know Boat name, size, number of participants 
and weekends you plan to join us. (See Page 11 for 
Upcoming Events) 

This yearôs motto by incoming Commodore Larry 
Mayne (The Club at Westpoint in Redwood City) is 
ñstay safe and have funò. 

Upcoming Event Calendar: 
Saturday, February 18: Treasure Island 360 Boat 
Parade from 11:00 am - 1:00 pm 

PICYA cordially invites you to parade around 
Treasure Island in celebration of the 1939 Golden 
Gate International Exhibition! Gather up and the 
fleet will proceed in line for a full 360. After that 
you can head into Clipper Cove or other destina-
tions. See map on PICYAôs website for location of 
terminal. VHF Channel 69 Meet up: TI Ferry Ter-
minal start time 11:00 am.  Boat skippers should 
sign up in ad-
vance: https://picya.org/event/treasure-island-360-
cruise/ 
April 30 @ 8:00 am - 2:00 pm: Opening Day on the 
Bay Theme for Opening Day, hosted by PICYA: 
Broadway on the Bay. Lots of leeway for us to get 
Classic Boats (and sailors) dressed up with Classic 
Broadway Show themes! Ideas include West Side 
Story, South Pacific, Showboat, Peter Pan, Annie 
Get Your Gun, and the Sound of Music. Prizes are 
awarded, so contributions are being sought from 
member clubs (examples: wine, gift certificates, etc). 

Commodore Rob Sesar commented on CYAôs tra-
ditional position towards the front of the fleet be-
hind the fireboat Phoenix. He mentioned that the 

evening prior, our CYA fleet would be at Emery 
Cove Marina and invited interested members to 
come and tour our beautiful vessels. 

Lipton Cup Regatta ï June 17 & 18: Races on the 
Bay starting at the St. Francis YC sailing to San 
Francisco YC, and a return race the next day. This 
match racing series uses the J22 fleet owned by St. 
Francis YC, and there are currently seven boats 
available for other YCôs to use (first come, first 
served). The full PICYA Event Calendar is on their 
website: picya.org 

 
Scholarships available from PICYA: Several scholar-
ships worth $2,500 are available to any family mem-
ber of an active PICYA club member. The scholar-
ship applications are available on the PICYA web-
site, and must be received no later than June 15, 
2023. Contributions to the scholarship fund are 
always welcome, and clubs themselves can sponsor a 
scholarship. 

 
RBOC Report (Recreational Boaters of California): 

The purpose of this lobbying group is to monitor 
legislation that affects the ability to navigate on nav-
igable waters. While lots of volunteers are involved, 
including Commodore Rob Sesar, RBOC does em-
ploy the Desmond Group to spearhead legislation 
lobbying. Club donations are necessary to fund this 
activity. Currently, RBOC opposes the Delta Con-
veyance Project that would negatively impact the 
ability of the recreational boating public to navigate 
in the waterways of the Sacramento-San Joaquin 
Delta. 

Club Reports: 
§ Loch Lomond YC confirmed that the entire San 
Rafael channel is now dredged so all YCôs lining the 
creek are now open and have lots of great events 
planned for all to join in. 

§ Sacramento YC reported extensive damage to mem-
ber boats with Januaryôs wild rain and wind events, 
and thanked neighboring YCôs for temporarily hous-
ing member boats as they begin the rebuilding pro-
cess. 

§ Richmond YC announced their ñSail a Small Boatò 
day coming up on March 3rd. 

PICYA Report-by Roberta Manell  

mailto:sesar@sbcglobal.net
http://airmail.calendar/2023-02-18%2012:00:00%20PST
http://airmail.calendar/2023-02-07%2011:00:00%20PST
http://airmail.calendar/2023-02-07%2011:00:00%20PST
https://picya.org/event/treasure-island-360-cruise/
https://picya.org/event/treasure-island-360-cruise/
http://airmail.calendar/2023-04-30%2008:00:00%20PDT
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Dispatch from the Delta-by Bill Wells  

      
    

over Europe.   

 

Our NC fleet member Larry Sizemore has his beau-
tiful 42 foot 1960 
Stephens Gatsby 
for sale.  She is 
another beautiful 
boat that would 
make you a proud 
owner.  She is lo-
cated at the Sacra-
mento Marina.  
You can contact 
Larry at 916/884-
7152. 

 

The exciting news 
is that the Stephens Rendezvous is on for 2023 at 
Village West Marina and Resort in Stockton.  Rusty 
Areias, Claude Pellarin, and I are working on it.  
There has been a lot of interest and I am confident 
that it will be spectacular.  Jim Gabbert has already 
signed up with his 85 foot Defiance.  Rusty will cer-

tainly have some of his fleet there.  Tentatively 
we are looking at having dinner one evening at 
the Village West Yacht Club and they will prob-
ably be open for cocktails much of the weekend. 

 

It looks like we will have plenty of water in the 
rivers this year, I hope to see you out there! 

 

 

I am happy to report that the Delta has dodged an-
other bullet.  Back in the days when Jerry Meral was 
running the Bay Delta Conservation Plan to divert 
the Sacramento River around the Delta he and the 
Department of Water Resources claimed that the 
Delta would be destroyed by an Ark Storm 
(Atmospheric River kilo) a supposed once in a mil-
lennium storm.  We were hit with three so far this 
winter and the Delta has survived.  There was much 
damage and inconvenience but the levees held.   

 

Ox Bow Marina where I am based lost some trees 
and sustained some minor damage to a few sheds 
but certainly not as bad as it could have been.  Ap-
parently there was a major wind event that 
made its way up the Sacramento River 
starting with destroying many of the Sheds 
at the Sacramento Yacht Club.  It seemed 
to work its way upstream for a few miles 
causing damage to many structures.  Power 
was out in Isleton and along the west bank 
of the Sacramento River for several days.  
As of now things are getting back to nor-
mal and most restaurants and businesses 
are back in operation. 

 

I met Leo & Carlice Aarens who live in 
the Netherlands through Per and Ericka 
Hammarlund on social media.  They have the beau-
tiful(!) 43 foot Stephens yacht A Dora Blu.  She was 
launched in 1933 as Armador hull number 593.  
She is something to see.  The vessel is for sale if you 
are looking to cruise Europe anytime soon.  She is 
listed with De Valk Yacht Brokers with offices all 
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Dispatch from the Deltaï by Bill Wells 
News from Per and Erika on Allureôs Adventures in Sweden 

We completed the Göta Kanal, sometimes called 
the ñdivorce ditchò, with marriage intact. It was a 

great experience for us, we highly recommend it.  
Now we had the pleasure of turning north and 
heading towards Stockholm.  This entire stretch of 
Swedenôs east coast is a continuous archipelago 
with tens of thousands of small islands and perfect 
places to moor.  The islands mostly offer good pro-
tection from the winds and swells of the Baltic Sea. 
Here and there it opens up and depending on the 

wind direction you can be exposed to the weather. 
 
Per used to sail here as a kid, but that was a long 
time ago and much has changed.  We made a rough 
plan trying to maximize the number of small island 

moorings we could stop at and minimizing the en-
gine-on time per day.  We talked to fellow boaters 
and collected recommendations for moorings and 

places to see.  In addition to the advice we got 
from fellow boaters we joined the Swedish 
Cruising Club which has mooring balls in many 
good spots along the entire coastline. We also 
bought a number of cruising books. 
 
If you are not in a hurry, the trick is to hug the 
coast line and zig-zag between the islands. Each 
day you look at the weather forecast and refine 
your route, planning to stay out of the wind and 
also picking moorings that are protected.  Many 


